Michigan Community College Association
222 N. Chestnut St.
Lansing, Michigan 48933

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members
House Higher Education and Career Preparation Committee

FROM: Thomas M. Bernthal, President
Michigan Community College Association

DATE: February 28, 2006

SUBJECT: House Bill 5400

The Michigan Community College Association (MCCA) supports HB 5400. This
legislation permits a community college to voluntarily reorganize its district with voter
approval.

This bill would provide an additional tool to annexation. It addresses a number of issues:
. It promotes access to higher education services by reducing the number of
out-of-district students, therefore lowering the tuition cost to the student.

At the same time, it broadens the property tax base to help finance
community college operations

. It will assist in increasing the number of college graduates and in
addressing the workforce development needs of the state, two goals of the
Cherry Commission
. It is permissive in nature and requires an affirmative vote of the people
Attached please find some brief historical information on public community colleges, a
map of the districts, statewide trends in community college finance, individual college
financial information, and individual college tuition and millage information.

Please support HB 5400.

Attachments



Michigan Community College Historical Information
The development of Michigan's 28 community and junior colleges has occurred over the past 90 years. Grand Rapids
Junior College, established in 1914, was the first publicly supported two-year college in Michigan.
Article VIII—Section 7—Michigan Constitution of 1963 (Extract)
Sec. 7. The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment and financial support of public community and

junior colleges which shall be supervised and controlled by locally elected boards.
History Const. 1963, Art. VIII § 7, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964.

Public Act 331 of 1966

Following the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Legislature consolidated and revised the laws relative to community
colleges into Act 331 of 1966. It provided for: the creation of community college districts; a charter for such districts; the
governance, control, and administration of such districts; the election of a board of trustees; and for the assessment, levy,
collection, and return of taxes.

Current

Organized Date
College Location District Organized
Grand Rapids Community College Grand Rapids ISD 1914
*Highland Park Community College Highland Park K-14 1918
Mott Community College Flint ISD 1923
St. Clair County Community College Port Huron ISD 1923
Muskegon Community College Muskegon County 1926
Jackson Community College Jackson County 1928
Gogebic Community College [ronwood County 1932
Henry Ford Community College Dearborn K-14 1938
Lake Michigan College Benton Harbor County 1946
Northwestern Michigan College Traverse City County 1951
Alpena Community College Alpena K-12 1952
Macomb Community College Warren County 1954
Kellogg Community College Battle Creek ISD 1956
Delta College University Center County 1957
Lansing Community College Lansing K-12 1957
North Central Michigan College Petoskey County 1958
Schoolcraft College Livonia K-12 1961
Bay de Noc Community College Escanaba County 1962
Monroe County Community College Monroe County 1964
Southwestern Michigan College Dowagiac County 1964
Oakland Community College Bloomfield Hills ISD 1964
Washtenaw Community College Ann Arbor County 1965
Montcalm Community College Sidney ISD 1965
Glen Oaks Community College Centreville ISD 1965
Mid Michigan Community College Harrison ISD 1965
Kirtland Community College Roscommon ISD 1966
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Kalamazoo K-12 1966
West Shore Community College Scottville ISD 1967
Wayne County Community College Detroit ISD 1968

* Highland Park Community College discontinued operation during 1995-96.
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